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STAFF REPORTER 
P.... LA KA D 

Yet another Keralite has 
joined the league of intrepid 
mountaineers who con
quered the Mount Everest P. 
Abdul Nassar, a chartered 
accountant witb. Qatar Pe
troleum in Qatar, claimed 
that he stepped on the Ever
es on May 16 along with a 
group of mountaineers from 
the U.K., U.S., Spain, Italy 
and Australia. 

Hailing from Nedungot
rur, Thiruvegappura, ne r 
Pattambi, in the disrrict, Mr. 
N ssar said that his group 
had 26 members and two of 
them died on the way to the 
summit 

He thanked his friends . fa
mily, particularly his mother 
Nafeesa, and country for he 

Meet on cocoa farming begins 
SPECIAL CORRESl'ONDENT 
KAli ARAG OD 

A five-day international 
meeting of the Asia-Pacific 
Cocoa Breeders Working 
Group (APCBWG) began a 
the Central Plantation Crops 
Research Institute (CPCRl) 
here on Monday. 

The meeting IS being held 
with the objective ofevaluat
ing the strength and weak
ness of the cocoa sector In 
the A ia-pacific countries. 
discussing and developing 
action plans to manage ex
isting s well as emerging 
pests and diseases of cocoa 
and reviewing the collabora
tive evaluation trials in the 
region and in the country, a 

Envoys to visit 
CIAL solar farm 
SPECIAL CORRESPONDENT 
KOCH I 

Jlffl5.emen ts in 

Ambassadors and High 
Commissioners of 40 coun
tries will visi the solar pow· 
er generation facility at Co
chin International Airport 
on Wednesday. The visit is 
being organised under the 
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aegis of International Solar 
Allian e - a 74-member bo
dy fonned in 2015 under the 
aegis of India and France. 

The alliance is meant to 
encourage increasing solar 
energy production and to 
seek models that can be em
u)ated, said a press release. 

P. Abdul Nassar on Mt. Everest. 

"1 feel so humbled ... hold
ing the flags of two nations 
proudly,n said 

Mr. Nassar in a post. He 
shared his photos, holding 
[he flags of India and Qatar. 
"1ndia, my country with a 
population of 1.37 billion pe

press release issued by the 
CPCRI sai . 

Technical sessions 
Technical sessions f the 
meeting include presenta
tion of country-wise status 
papers and of regional re
search activities. discussions 
on existing and emerging 
pests and diseases. interac
tions on socio- economic de
velopment programmes of 
public/private sectors, delib
erations on cocoa process
ing, value-addition and mar
keting and also visits to 
research tations, the re
lease added 

The current demand of 
cocoa beans for the lndlan 

ople, is hoping and dream
ing ofbecoming a superpow
ersoon." 

"Qatar, the country hav
ing the highest per capita in
come in the world, is all 
geared up to host the FIFA 
World Cup 2022. I have been 

c\t .:u 1'1 ~ lCf 
chocolate industry i 
40,000 tonnes against a pro
duction of 18,000 tonnes. 
The huge potential for in
creasing the domestic cocoa 
area and pr duction win re
sult in imp rt substitution. 

The meeting was inaugu
rated by N. Kumar, Vice 
Chancellor, Tamil Nadu 
Agricultural University 
(TNAU), Coimbatore. 

Stressing tbe need to 
evolve cocoa hybrids with 
higher yields and resistance 
to pests and diseases, Dr. Ku
mar suggested exchange of 
such by rids among the 
countries t multiply locally 
for distribution to the farm
ers. 
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living here for the past 12 
years as a resident," he said. 

Mr. Nasser won the Iron
man Triathlon contest held 
in Malaysia last year. 

Standing on top of the 
world at an elevation of 
8,848 metres, Mr. Nasser 
said: "Yes, it again proved to 
me that anything is possible. 
It is all about continuous im
provement ; ' 

Mr. Nassar was the sixth 
rank winner in B.Com from 
Government Sanskrit Col
lege, Pattambi. He won last 
year's sports excellence 
award of Indian Embassy in 
Qatar. 

He has been a regular in 
several marathons includ
ing the French Marathon. He 
has also excelled in several 
international motivational 
forums. 

Venkatesh N. Hubballi, Di
rector, Directorate of Cash
ewnut and Cocoa Develop
ment (DeCD) , Koehi, 
presided. 

He called for close linkage 
of research and develop
ment department to en
bance area under cashew 
and cocoa. 

Smilja Lambert, cocoa re
search manager (Asia/Pacif
ie, Mars Inc., briefed the 
gathenng regarding the ac
tivi ties an breeding pro
grammes of the APCBWG. 

S.N. Bhal, vice pre ident, 
CAMPCO, was present at the 
inaugural session of the 
meet. 
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