The Hrmeln o3 /”//6

Moblle app to help farmers in plantations

R.RAMABHADRAN P1LLAI

ALAPPUZHA: An interactive mo-
bile application, e-kalpa, has
been developed by the
Central Plantation Crops Re-
search Institute with tech-
nical support from Stegoc
Technologies, as a part of the
Digital India initiative.

The application is envi-
. saged to connect all stake-
holders of plantation sector,
mostly those engaged in
farming and marketing of
coconut, areca nut, and
cocoa.

CPCRI Director P. Chowd-
appa said the e-kalpa applic-

ation could enable faster ac-
cess to the services and the
expertise of scientists of the
CPCRI. The application,
available in Malayalam and
English, would be extended
to other languages gradually.
The application could be

“downloaded from Google

Playstore. The facilities
offered are freely available to
the registered users. The link
address of e-kalpa is
https://goo.gl/b3GTkO.

The mobile application is
the integration of five major
services namely farmers is-
sue reporting and support-
ing, synchronized farming,

farmer diary, knowledge
base, and notifications.
Farmers issue reporting and
support service could be
utilised for reporting field
problems on- .2 real-time
basis in the form of audio,
video, text or image directly
to scientists. The scientists
would be able to provide ad-
vices within a short period.
Online chatting facilities
would also be offered in the
application.

Synchronized farming ap-
plication would enable the
user to receive information
right from the time of plant-
ing. It could be ideal for

individual farmers or for
community-based groups to
manage area-wide pest or
disease problems.

The farmer diary would

facilitate the recording of de-

tails of farming, which could
help scientists take measures
for crop protection and
processing. Knowledge base
would encompass docu-
mentation and integration of
data on multi-mode.

Farmers without Android
phone also could utilise 80-
90 per cent of the apps’ facil-
ities using computers, ac-
cording to. institute scien-
tists.




