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CPCRI advice: Let nature deal

withthe whitefly menace ~« 4 #2(['F

According to CPCRI, several Insects and a good mansoon are enough to get rid of whiteflies
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HATIIER than using chemicals ta rid
crops of pests, lot natire do its work.

Al widvice of ol kind is what the
Camiral Plantation Crops Research
Institute (CPCRD s glving oot

and butang (armers, CPCRE has rw-
poried the second o uthreak of the in-
viis fwe rugme spivafling whitetly in
coconut and banana plantations and
has advised farmers nof o use-chem):
caly o them.

CPCRE pelemists sudd soveral (n
sects lived of the exotic whiteflies
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sl evertuadiy dolled e “Encourn
aging such ingacty, which are also
called parasitoids, is the best way to
suppress (he ragose spialliog white
Ox" saul CPCRLdtroctor P Chawdap
pa.  In plantations mfested with the
whitef les, CPCR solomtists found a
nataral build-up of a parasitohl
calied Encarsia guadolpupae Vig
hari W found the pirasitod in 70
pe cent of whitefly colonies whore
6 chenieal was spraved It will fake
v of the whiteflies,” Chowdappa
saul

The weotie fly, pitive to Belize, Gua-
termln s Flar bfa fn southern it
ol Stntes, wins first veported in 204
brindis, the pest which has a Tifespaz
of just 40 days, wis first reported in
Pollachi and Palskkad in August,
218 In six monihs, Ks infestation
was recortded servss Kevadn and parts
of "Pamil Nadu, Andbra Prades b and
Rar nMakA. mostly in eoconul {rees

good monsoan kn southern
Itmﬂn dmrlm almost wieshod away
the whiteflins, said Prathiba P 8, an
mimalglst InCPCRL in the seconr
outbreak, the dry, northern districts
of Kerala bave bee more affenied,
ahe sated,

The rugose splralling whitefly ai
tracts & ungus, too. The O form
colonies unior leaflets of kower coco-
ot froaids. Early morning. the flies
excrete honoy dews which drop on
the leaflets below Later, hlack soofy
maukis are rmed on the leaflots
whon » fangug attacks the
honeydews.

Stientlsis sald & Lelochrini bestle
was found fesding on the sooty
mould. “Complate clemming of (he
sooty monld from the leaves was so
vomplished in exporimental plots at
Kayamkulsm,” Chowdappa said

Altwrnatively starch solution or
neem o4 cun be usedd to finkeofl black
monlds, hesaid. " Farmers should fo-
eus an Hin-control stramegies and not
s chenicals sl any cost” ho said,
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