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" Tuesday: 12-12-2017 ~ Year: Hemalambin " Malayalam Era: 1193 
• Monlh: Vrish(hikam Z7 ~' Margasheersham: 21 '" Nakshathra(Star):Atham 
• Rahu Kalam:03.00 pm to 4.30 pm . Yamakantakam: 09.00 am to 10.30 am 
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Central Plantation Crops Research is organising 'Startup Green', a workshop for aspi ri ng agri-entrepreneurs 
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:MAHESH Bhat, a native of Kum­
bla, quit Ingram Micro , one of 

il tlle largest IT products and ser­
ivices companies, to start his own 
fir m. He soon found himself 
working with his agriculturalist 

,,.father. Today, his virgin coconut 
Qil Gencocus has a high demand 
in Karnataka. "I'm a small player 
with a production capacity of 30 
litres per day But I do have a 
niche market," he says. 

Another agribusiness entre­
preneur Siby Mathew from Kan­
hangad is on a course to touch a 
turnover of "2crore next year. He 

-,llakes and sells coconut chips 
and other coconut products, such 
as coconut-dry fruits laddu under 
the brand name Magicco Life 
Care Products. 

Both the entrepreneurs bought 
technologies to run their busi­
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Agribusiness entrepreneur Mahesh Bhat and wife Pavana Mahesh at their virgin 
coconut oit unit at Kumbla 

nesses from Central Plantation 
Crops Research (CPCRI). "Suc­
cessful agri-entrepreneurs make 
their businesses look simple and 

:'DANSAF'to prevent 
the inflow ofintoxicants 
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WITH Christmas and New Year 
'Celebrations just around the cor­
ner, the Police Department has 

"'intensified its operations against 
the inflow of spurious liquor and 
t;.arcotics into the distr ict. 

A 10-mem ber snetial so uad 

against the menace, having set 
up district-level control rooms, 
taluk-level strike forces and bor­
der patrolling from December 5. 
True operations are slated to con­
tinue till January 5. 

"We will launch more search 
operations in the forest areas 
with the help of the Forest De­
nartment. " said Kannur Denutv 

products attractive," said K Mu­
ralidharan, principal scientist of 
CPCRL "But like any business, 
agribusiness too is fraught with 

mines and opportunities. A lot of 
hand-holding goes into making a 
successful entrepreneur." 

As part of the continuous ef­
fort, CPCRI 'is organising 'Start­
up Green', a workshop for aspir­
ing agribusiness entrepreneurs 
and those looking to diversify, he 
said. "We will be bringing togeth­
er agribusiness incubators, en­
trepreneurs, executives, business 
experts and business students," 
Muralidharan said. 

Bhat and Mathew are two of 
the several speakers who will 
provide a lowdown on agribusi­
ness, he said. 

He said the Agribusiness Incu­
bation Centre at CPCRI focuses 
on coconut business ventures. "It 
provides structured and formal 
entrepreneurship programmes," 
he said. 

Apart from that, the centre also 
provides technology backstop­
ping, financial guidance and 

technical consultancy to set up 
production and processing units. 
"More than 200 entrepreneurs 
have received assistance from 
this centre since its inception in 
2013," said the scientist. 

Mathew said he made an initial 
investment of "10 lakh and now 
had a turnover of "40 lakh. "The 
business was growing exponen­
tially and was poised to touch <"2 
crore by the end of 2018," he said. 
"Marketing is as important as 
product quality Extensive mar­
keting studies in collaboration 
with CPCRI helped me identify 
outlets for my products." 

Muralidharan said CPCRI's in­
cubator provided facilities for 
making of virgin coconut oil, des­
iccated coconut, coconut chips, 
coconut sugar, and activated car­
bon. He said registration for the 
workshop to be held on January 
7 may be done onhne at wwwcp­
criagribiz.in. 

Ayurveda hosp land marked 
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AMID stifI resistance from resi­
dents and with police protec­
tion, revenue officers surveyed 
and demarcated 60 cents belong­
ing to the Kasargod Taluk Ayur­
veda Hospital, on the national 
h igh wa y at Anangoor on 

onday. 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 
@Kannur 

KANNUR was always passion­
ate about football. The past is 
rich with the 'legends' and sto- . 
ries of how the district had 
regularly produced players ·of 
quality for the state and na­
tional teams. While the pas­
sion for the beautif'ul game re­
mains, in the recent past the 
district has hardly had any 
players donning the state and 
national colours. But fans in 
Kannur still hope for a come­
back of sorts. 

T he FIFA U-17 
World Cup and 1SL 
2017 have served 
to re invigorate 
the spirit and it is 
being reflected in 
the Kannur foot- ., 
ball league match- ., 
es, say old-timers. 

The senior divi­
sion football league 
matches which kickstarted 
on December 8 with the match 
between Kannur Gymkhana 
and Young Challengers FC, 
Mayyil , whipped up excite­
ment among fans. "This year 
the spectator turnout is good. 
Football fever which is start­
ing to grip youth around the 
nat ion is being reflected here 
too, " says V Raghuthaman , 
former player and joint secre­
tary of tl1 e District Football 
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fou ght to 
the seni 
tournam 
teams a 
Brothers 
Youths, 
Police, Pa 
College, YI 
Mayyil an 
Club are t 
ing in th 
league. 
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them 
ly gone up. 
has again I 

crowds aD( 
has got a b 
ing standan 
up. If this U 
hope we wil 
good playe 
again," he s 
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