Global Warming Set to Lower
Crop Production in State
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Kottayvam: The threat of
the global warming and cli-
mate change could be seen
in Kerala in the form of de-
cline in crop production and
quality of grains, said Dr
GSLHV Prasad Rao, the
Kerala Veterinary and Ani-
mal Science University con-
sultant professor, on the
second day of the Kerala En-
vironment Congress being
organised by the Centre for
Environment and Develop-
ment here on Thursday.

He was presenting a paper
on the theme ‘Climate
Change in Agriculture and
Food Security’.

He said that the crop
growth simulation models
indicate that cropvields and
crop area are likely to decline

in the ensuing decades under
the projected global warm-
ing and climate change sce-
nario.

The second theme paper
was presented by Rubber
Research Institute of India
director Dr James Jacob,
who talked on the impact of
changing climate and socio
economic conditions on the
natural rubber landscape of
India. He said the increase
in temperature would ad-
versely affect the rubber pro-
duction in Kerala and Konk-
an regions.

Dr Hebbar of Central Plan-
tation Crops Research Insti-
tute (CPCRI), who presented
the third paper, talked on the
adaptation strategies of co-
conut to overcome climate
changes. He said that studies
conducted at CPCRI indi-

cated that the coconut-based
farming approach is the best
adaptation strategy to over-
come the effect of climate
change.

The second day's pro-
gramme began with young
scientists’ award presenta-
tions, chaired by MG Univer-
sity School of Bioscience di-
rector Dr JJ G Ray and at-
tended by CED programme
director Dr K P Thrvikram;ji
and Rubber Research Insti-
tute of India joint director Dr
R Krishnakumar.

Eight research papers
were presented in the ses-
sion by voung scientists. The
third session was on Climate
Change, Ecosystems and
Biodiversity. The poster pre-
sentation session of the Con-

gress was also conducted on
Thursday.



