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together with an added ad
averting the spread of disease
pests. ICAR-CPCRI has developed al
embryo culture protocol for the
extraction as well as the in vitro
development of the embryos.

Embryo excision:

The coconut embryo is found under the
soft eye of the nut. The embryo is
extracted with the help of a cork borer
which is usually a steel pipe with
serrated ends and attached with a
handle. The borer is inserted into the
endosperm covering the embryo and
with a twisting motion the endosperm
plug together with the embryo is
extracted. This plug is surface sterilized
with mercuric chloride @ 0.01% for 3
minutes and washed in running water.
The embryo is obtained by splitting
these plugs into half.
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Average germination time for mature
embryos is 20-25days for dwarfs and
35-40 days for talls.
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Plantlet regeneration: the field.

Four months after inoculation, the
germinated embryos with two leaves
and primary root is transferred to liquid
rooting medium (Eeuwens Y3 medium +
sucrose (3%) +NAA (Img/I) +BAP (5mg/I)
+ charcoal (2g/1)) .



