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ICAR-CPCRI

The ICAR-Central Plantation Crops Research Institute (CPCRI), Kasaragod,
is one of the premier horticulture research institute under the Indian
Council of Agricultural Research. Established in 1916, it began modestly as
a Coconut Research Station under the former Madras Presidency.

Mandate crops of CPCRI are coconut, arecanut, cocoa and palmyrah. India
is highest producer of coconut and third in cultivated area in the world.
The country is first in area and production of arecanut in the world.

CPCRI has its headquarters at Kasaragod, Kerala (coconut & cocoa);
Regional Stations, Kayamkulam, Kerala (palmyrah and pests & diseases of
coconut) and Vittal, Karnataka (arecanut & cocoa); Research Centres,
Kidu, Karnataka (genetic resources centre on coconut, arecanut and
cocoa); Mohitnagar, West Bengal (coconut, arecanut & cocoa for
Sub-Himalayan Terai Region); and Kahikuchi, Assam (catering to the
development of coconut, arecanut and cocoa sector in NE India). All India
Coordinated Research Project on Plantation Crops, is operating in CPCRI,
has 28 centres in 14 states.

There are two Krishi Vigyan Kendras, one at Kasaragod and the other at
Alappuzha in Kerala conducting agricultural extension activities.

Varietal improvement, crop management, disease and pest control, pre-
and post-harvest processing, value-added products and machinery
development, climate resilience, advanced technology training,
entrepreneurship development, and farming system models are among the
topics of research being carried out here on coconut, arecanut, cocoa, and
palmyrah crops.

The first tissue-cultured arecanut plants, as well as the first hybrid
coconut, were developed by CPCRI. 24 coconut varieties, including
biofortified tender nut varieties, disease and stress-tolerant varieties, of
which 7 are hybrids; 12 high-yielding arecanut varieties, including 3
hybrids; and 8 processible cocoa varieties, including 5 hybrids, have been
released by the CPCRI so far.

Profitable cropping and mixed farming models, microbial bioagents,
integrated pest and disease management techniques, biocontrol agents,
and high-value products (VCO, coconut chips, Kalparasa®), as well as
processes and machinery, were developed for sustainable farming.

The expertise of the institute is being consulted by stakeholders for both
diagnostic remedies to the field level problems and laboratory analysis.

This Institute offers higher education facilities on plantation crops to
postgraduate students and research scholars, as well as incubation
facilities for young entrepreneurs.

CPCRI has state-of-the-art laboratories, experimental fields, an
international gene bank, germplasm, weather stations, high-precision
equipment, and 4-star nurseries of coconut, arecanut, and cocoa,
producing QR-coded seedlings.





