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SIDDAPURA (KODAGU), DHNS:  
“Indian football team is strong 
and will play for the World Cup 
in the near future,” said I M Vi-
jayan, former captain of Indian 
Football team and team techni-
cal committee member.

Speaking during an inter-
action with media persons at 
Ammathi, he said, “Indian team 
is a mixed team of young and 

experienced players. There is a 
chance that the Indian team will 
win the next World Cup football 
qualification tournament and 
qualify for World Cup.”

Asia used to lag behind in 
football. Currently eight teams 
from Asia have participated in 
the World Cup. 

Several strong teams have 
been defeated. India will also 

play for the World Cup in the 
coming days, he said. 

“After the Indian Super 
League started in India, Indian 
football has revived. Interna-
tional players are playing ISL. 
Through this, the locals have 
received a platform to showcase 
their talent and an opportunity to 
play with international players,” 
he added.

‘Indian football team will play for World Cup soon’

MANGALURU, DHNS: A wom-
an drowned after the coracle 
in which she was travelling 
capsized in Kumaradhara 
rivulet at Enithadka under 
Kadaba police station limits 
on Sunday.

According to the police, 
the deceased is Geetha. 
Three women, including 
Geetha, had gone to other 
side of the rivulet to collect 
grass in a coracle.

After collecting the grass, 
they were returning when 
the coracle capsized due to 
gusty wind. The two women 
swam to the bank using the 
grass filled sack with them. 
However, Geetha drowned.

The trio regularly used 
the coracle for collecting 
grass from the other side of 
the rivulet. A case has been 
registered.

Coracle 
capsizes, 

woman drowns

MANGALURU, DHNS:  Dr K 
Balachandra Hebbar has 
been appointed as the direc-
tor, ICAR-Central Plantation 
Crops Research Institute 
(CPCRI), Kasaragod, on the 
recommendations of Agricul-
tural Scientists’ Recruitment 
Board (ASRB), President, In-
dian Council of Agricultural 
Research (ICAR). He will take 
charge on Monday.

Dr K B Hebbar joined as sci-
entist at the Central Institute 
for Cotton Research, Nagpur, 
in 1995. As a physiologist, the 
drought, salinity and flooding 
tolerant traits and cotton gen-
otypes developed, were well 
recognized. He was the first 

one to demonstrate the cause 
and management strategy for 
sudden/parawilt of BT Cotton.

He developed and validat-
ed cotton simulation model 
Infocrop for the simulation 
of growth and production of 

cotton under future climate. 
In 2007, he got selected as the 
Principal Scientist at the In-
dian Institute of Soil Science, 
Bhopal.

Dr K B Hebbar has been 
working as the Head, Plant 
Physiology, Biochemistry and 
Post Harvest Technology at 
the ICAR-CPCRI since 2010. 
In addition to his credit, he has 
developed a simple technology 
‘cocosap chiller’ for the collec-
tion of hygienic and unferment-
ed coconut sap (neera) from 
the coconut spadix. Kalprasa 
and its value-added products 
like coconut sugar developed, 
have obtained a facelift to the 
institute under his leadership.

CPCRI, Kasaragod gets new director

Dr K Balachandra Hebbar

Man loses  
Rs 1.40 lakh to 
online job fraud

►►UDUPI, DHNS: BA man has 
lost Rs 1,40,744 to online 
job fraud, in the district.
Nithin from Cherkadi is 
the victim. He received 
a call from a website and 
the caller introduced 
himself as a HR personnel 
of the firm. The caller had 
offered a job to Nithin, but 
asked him to pay money 
between December 15 
and January 6. However, 
after making the payment, 
Nithin realised that he was 
duped and filed a com-
plaint with CEN station.

Man held 
for ‘sexually 
harassing’ girl

►►MANGALURU, DHNS: The 
personnel of women police 
station arrested a man for 
allegedly sexually harass-
ing a minor girl in the city.
The arrested is Nawaz 
from Ullal, who is engaged 
in masonry work. On 
hearing the screams of the 
girl, public gathered and 
reportedly thrashed him 
before handing him over 
to police. A case has been 
booked under Pocso Act.

MANGALURU, DHNS:  The 
department of Radiodiag-
nosis and Department of 
Obstetrics and Gynaecol-
ogy of K S Hegde Medical 
Academy organised a zonal 
conference ‘Fetal Medicine 
Update - Basics and Beyond’ 
in association with ‘Society 
of Fetal Medicine - Karnata-
ka Chapter’.

Inaugurating the meet, 
Nitte Deemed to be Univer-
sity Pro Chancellor Dr Shan-
tharam Shetty spoke about 
the importance of prenatal 
diagnosis of fetal anomalies.

He explained the impor-
tance of such education 
programmes to increase 
awareness among clinicians 
and eventually reduce the in-
cidence of anomalies and de-
formities. The programme 
was presided by Dr Supriya 
Rai, Professor, Department 
of Obstetrics and Gynecolo-
gy, KSHEMA.

Conference 
on ‘Fetal 
Medicine 

Update’ held

‘BJP’s existence lies in hating Muslims’
MANGALURU, DHNS:  Former 
minister B Ramanath Rai 
said that “BJP’s existence lies 
in hating Muslims. It has no 
existence apart from it. If it 
stops hating Muslims, then 
it will have to close its shop.”

He was reacting to the 
statement of PM Narendra 
Modi calling upon the BJP 
workers to avoid anti-Muslim 
statements. “The real story of 
Gujarat Genocide has been 

projected by the BBC,” he said. 
BJP is engaged in propaganda 
against the Congress’ promise 
of 200 units of free electricity 
and Rs 2,000 for women, who 
lead the households. People 
should not go by the propa-
ganda. Congress will fulfill 
all its promises, Rai said and 
added, “Congress candidates 
will win maximum number of 
seats in Dakshina Kannada in 
upocming elections.”

11 injured in 
serial accident

►►GONIKOPPA, DHNS:  As 
many as 11 persons suffered 
injuries in a serial accident 
at Kaikeri in Gonikoppa 
on Sunday. The injured 
are driver Khaleel Pasha, 
labourers Puttamma, 
Mahadevamma, Tulasi, 
Latha, Shakeelabanu, 
Chayasri, Chinnamuthu, 
Maniyamma, Jayamma, 
and Raju. All hail from 
Hanagod in Hunsur.

Pasha was ferrying 
labourers to harvest coffee 
in the plantation of Cari-
appa at Shettigeri when 
the accident occurred.

The vehicle ferrying la-
bourers collided head-on 
into a car and turned up-
side down. Two other cars 
also met with an accident. 
Residents rescued the 
injured and shifted them 
to the hospital. There was 
traffic jam for some time.

Leader of Opposition in As-
sembly and former chief 
minister Siddaramaiah 

said that people are in desperate 
need for change, and that no one, 
including PM Narendra Modi, 
can eliminate public hostility 
towards the BJP.

The former chief minister 
told reporters on the sidelines 
of ‘Praja Dhwani’ in Udupi that 
people are disillusioned. Even 
if Modi visits Karnataka a hun-
dred times, he will not be able to 
change the fate of the BJP, which 
is already on the docks. The BJP 
leaders are not interested in de-
velopment works and the State 
BJP chief has asked the mem-
bers to speak about ‘Love Jihad’.

The BJP does not believe in de-
velopment, he mocked and said 
that it will not develop coastal 
region with this mindset. Com-
paring Prime Minister Narendra 
Modi to dictator, Siddaramaiah 
said that people will teach a les-
son. The Congress is confident 

of winning 130 to 150 seats in 
Karnataka in the Assembly 
elections. The list of candidates 
will be finalised by the Congress 
in the first week of February. In 
addition, the Congress will win at 
least two to three seats in Udupi 
and five to six in Dakshina Kan-

nada. To a query on Amith Shah’s 
question over Operation Old My-
suru, he stated that Amith Shah 
only makes statements that are 
far from reality.

The BJP is spreading lies on 
two factions in the Congress. 
The BJP leaders are helpless to 
stop Yatnal from bad mouthing 
against his own party. He didn’t 
even turn up to Nadda’s pro-
gramme. The BJP is mired in 
corruption and crores of money 
is paid to the BJP high command.

Refuting BJP national Presi-
dent J P Nadda’s claim that the 
Congress is power hungry, Sid-
daramaiah questioned Nadda 
about his lack of power. He said 
the BJP has turned the coastal 
districts into a ‘Hindutva’ labo-
ratory. The BJP is synonymous 

with deception. All religions do 
not preach hatred, which is im-
moral. The BJP is anti-humanity. 
The term ‘Hindutva’ was coined 
by Savarkar. The Congress is 
opposed to terrorism but not 
to humanity. The word ‘Hindu’ 
is different from ‘Hindutva’. We 
hate those who lie and propa-
gate ‘Manuvaada’ in the name 
of ‘Hindutva’. We love Hindus, 
Christians, Muslims or any oth-
er religions,” Siddaramaiah said.

The former chief minister 
urged the young people not to 
fall victim to BJP’s schemes. 
It is extremely upsetting that 
youths, particularly those from 
disadvantaged backgrounds, 
are made victims. “They are 
killed and trained to kill others,” 
he said.

UDUPI, DHNS

‘Modi cannot eliminate hostility towards BJP in Karnataka’

Congress Karnataka State In-charge Randeep Singh 
Surjewala, Leader of Opposition in Assembly Siddaramaiah, 

KPCC President D K Shivakumar and others at the  
‘Praja Dhwani’ convention in Udupi on Sunday. DH PHOTO

Puttur, dhns:  Adi-
chunchanagiri Mutt seer 
Nirmalanandanatha 

Swama has urged the state 
government to make its stand 
clear on the reservation for 
Vokkaligas.

Speaking during the 78th 
Jayanti of Balagangadharana-
tha Swami and decennial cel-
ebrations of Pattabhisheka of 
Nirmalanandanatha Swami 
at Puttur on Sunday, he said, 
“Like all communities even 
Vokkaligas are getting reser-
vation. The government has 
announced 4% reservation. 
We have appealed to increase 
the quota. Though government 
has responded to our demand, 
it has not made its stand clear. 
We have hope in government.”

Former chief minister D V 
Sadananda Gowda said that 
the 58th Jayanti of Balagan-
gadharanatha seer was held in 

Mangaluru, which was attend-
ed by the then chief minister S 
M Krishna. Balagangadha-
ranatha seer had created 
awareness among the people 
in the 1970s. KPCC president D 
K Shivakumar said, “We have 

demanded 12% reservation, 
based on the population. Our 
demand is not aimed at incon-
veniencing other community 
members.”  MLA Sanjeeva 
Matandoor presided over the 
programme.

Devotees perform ‘Tulabhaara’ of Adichunchanagiri Mutt 
seer Nirmalanandanatha Swami with silver at Puttur.  
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Make stand clear on reservation, seer to govt

‘BJP playing religion card 
to win the election’

UDUPI, DHNS:  KPCC presi-
dent D K Shivakumar mocked 
the BJP for projecting Modi 
to campaign in the state, in 
contrast to their previous de-
cision to make Bommai the 
face of Karnataka elections.

Speaking to reporters, on 
the sidelines of Praja Dhwani 
convention here, Shivakumar 
said that the BJP govern-
ment would be in power for 
not more than 60 days. The 
countdown has begun. The 
BJP is playing the religion 
card. Congress, on the oth-
er hand, is concerned about 
eliminating poverty and hun-
ger.

Shivakumar claimed that 
when the state was suffering 
the brunt of nature’s wrath, 
Modi was not present to 
console the victims. In spite 
of sending 25 BJP MPs from 
Karnataka, no meetings were 
held to discuss the state’s 
problems.

The BJP will be able to se-
cure a maximum of 65 seats in 
the Assembly election.

He advised Amit Shah to 
prioritise Kanakapura and 
later Old Mysuru region.

While addressing the 
gathering, the KPCC presi-
dent said that the Congress’ 
strength and history were 
deeply rooted in the country. 
The party is determined to 
keep its promises. Whatever 
the Congress had done for 
the welfare of the people in 
the country was completely 
undone by the BJP’s privati-
sation of the public sector and 
banks. 

“No children of MPs or 
MLAs are sacrificed for the 
BJP’s evil plans. It is always 

the poor and people belong-
ing to backward classes who 
suffers. Only 50 of the 600 
promises made by the BJP 
have been fulfilled, compared 
to 165 promises fulfilled by the 
previous Congress govern-
ment,” he said.

AICC General Secretary 
Randeep Singh Sujrewala 
said, “Praja Dhwani repre-
sents public concern and is 
‘Janata Ka Awaz’.

Three contributions
“Corruption, commission 
and communalism are three 
contributions of the BJP to 
Karnataka in the past three 
years. Contractor Santosh 
Patil, who was also a BJP 
leader, was forced to commit 
suicide in this city due to the 
menace of commission. Con-
tractors’ association has sent 
several letters to Prime Min-
ister Narendra Modi accus-
ing the ministers of seeking 
40% commission. Modi’s ‘Na 
Khaunga, Na Khane Dunga’ 
promise is not applicable to 
the Karnataka government.

BJP MLA Yatnal (Ba-
sangouda Patil Yatnal) him-
self has said that the post of 
chief minister in BJP is sold 
at Rs 2,500 crore. The per-
centage of commission in il-
legal stone crushers and sand 
mining for ministers here has 
increased to 50% to 70%. Isn’t 
the minister, who is opposing 
the Congress’ promise of 
providing free 200 units of 
electricity, involved in sand 
mining. Why Udupi MLA K 
Raghupathi Bhat, who was 
staging protests against ille-
gal sand mining, silent now?” 
he asked.

Former chief minister 
and Opposition leader 
in Legislative Assembly 

Siddaramaiah dared Chief 
Minister Basavaraj Bommai to 
come for a public debate with 
the Congress, on the fulfilled 
promises of the BJP, which it 
had mentioned it its previous 
election manifesto. 

Speaking during the ‘Praja 
Dhwani’ convention organ-
ised by the District Congress 
in Mangaluru on Sunday, he 
said: “The BJP-led state gov-
ernment is a bundle of lies. At 
least 550 of their 600 promises 
remain unfulfilled. While the 
previous Congress govern-
ment has fulfilled 158 of the 165 
promises. The BJP-led Central 
Government has been selling 
government institutions to pri-
vate hands.”

Prime Minister Narendra 

Modi is the biggest liar among 
the Prime Ministers of India. 
Why he did not take any action 
against the 40% commission 
racket in the state government, 
Siddarmaiah wanted to know.

He further said, “Like a ho-
tel’s menu card, the chief minis-
ter has kept a menu containing 
the rate of bribes for different 
works, such as government 
transfers. The BJP-led state 
government is the most cor-
rupt government in the histo-
ry of the state. Even the walls 
of the Vidhana Soudha utter 
‘40%’,” he said and announced 
that he will take retirement 
from politics if the BJP proves 
that he has indulged in corrup-
tion.

The coastal districts have 
been converted into a Hindutva 
laboratory by the BJP, by pro-
voking youths from backward 
classes in the name of ‘Hindut-
va’, he added.

KPCC president D K Shiva-
kumar said that the Congress 
will soon release the list of 
BJP’s wrongdoings so that peo-
ple can show the same to the 
BJP leaders when they come to 
seek votes.

What about the promise of 
Prime Minister, on doubling 
farmers’ income, he asked and 
alleged that no relief has been 
provided to those who were af-
fected by the Covid-19 pandem-
ic. Who is responsible for the 
death of 36 people in Chamara-
janagar due to oxygen shortage 
during the pandemic, he asked.

AICC general secretary Ran-

deep Singh Sujrewala said that 
the real ‘Rama Rajya’ is about 
harmony and brotherhood. 
However, the BJP has been 
trying to interpret the mean-
ing of ‘Rama Rajya’ in its own 
way, which is on the basis of re-
ligion. The RSS is using its own 
version of ‘Hindutva’ to mislead 
people, he said.

He criticisied BJP state 
president and DK MP Nalin 
Kumar Kateel’s statement of 
‘Love Jihad’, and said that the 
Congress works on uniting 
people, while the BJP divides 
them on the basis of religion. 
Due to this reason, the Smart 

City project has been a failure 
in Mangaluru, he said.

Mangalore MLA and Depu-
ty Leader of Opposition in Leg-
islative Assembly U T Khader 
and former deputy CM Dr G 
Parameshwara also spoke. 
Kodimbadi Ashok Rai, Dharnai 
Fakir and their followers joined 
the Congress, on the occasion.

Former union minister B 
Janardhana Poojary, District 
Congress Committee presi-
dent Harish Kumar, former 
ministers Vinay Kumar Sorake, 
Abhayachandra Jain, former 
Mayor Kavitha Sanil and oth-
ers were present.

Former union minister B Janardhana Poojary inaugurates the ‘Praja Dhwani’ convention 
of the Congress in Mangaluru on Sunday. Former CM Siddaramaiah, AICC general secretary 

Randeep Singh Surjewala and KPCC president D K Shivakumar are seen. DH PHOTO

Siddaramaiah dares Bommai  
to discuss on BJP’s poll manifesto

MANGALURU, DHNS

Says at least 550 of its 600 
promises remain unfulfilled

▼


