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I. DIRECTOR'S INTRODUCTION 


A BRIEF HISTORICAL INTRODUCTION 

The Central Arecanut Re~earch St:Jtion, Vittal WAS started by the 
erstwhile rndi an Cenlral Arecanut Committee in April 1956. It is located 
in Vitta l Vj il ~ ge, Rtn twal Taluk of South Kanan, District of Mysore 

State, 45 .0 km from Mangalore Ra ilway Station on the Mangalore-Vittal
P uttur highway. It lies on 12.25° norih latitude hnd 75.42° east longitude. 
The altitude of the Station is about 200 m above mean sea level. The 
rivulet Vokkethur is the main source of irrigation . The soil at the 
Station is typically lateritic and is admixed with sand, alluvium and gravel. 
It is acidic with a pH value around 5.25. The total area of the Station 

is 56.82 ha. 

Besides the Central Station, there are five Regional Research 
Stations located at Kahikuchi, Mohitnagar. HirehaJ1i, Peechi and Palode. 

The Sta tion at Kahikuchi is located near Gauhati air port at a 

distance of 22 km from Gauhati Railway Station in Assam . The altitude 
of the Station is 48 In above mean sea level, the latitude and longitude 
being 20 18° north and 91.78° east respectively . The soil is new alluvium 

with lower strata of lateritic and has a pH of 4.4 to 4.8. The total area 
of the Station is 12. 14 ha. 

The Station at Mohitnagar is located near the Mohitnagar Farm 
of West Bengal Government at a distance of 9 .6 km north·west of Jalpai
guri Railway Station on the Jalpaiguri-Siliguri road. It lies on 26.52 ° north 
latitude and 88 .72° east longitude. The soil is acidic and has a pH range 
of 4.5 to 6.C. The total area of the Station is 10.11 ha. 

The Station at Hirehalli is located near Hirehalli Railway Station, 

T umkur District (Myso re State), on the Bangalore-Poona National High
way, 58 km from Bangalore. It lies on 13.08 0 north latitude and 77.12° east 
longi tude. It is about 854 m above mean sea level. The soil of the Station 
is clay to clay loam with a mean pH of 6.2. The total area of the Station 

IS 16.24 ha. 

The Regional Station. Peechi is at Kannara of Trichur District in 
KeraTa Sla ,e a nd is situated 19.3 km east of Trichur Railway St~ tion. 

It is located at 10.50° nor th lat itude and 76170 east longitude. The 

alLitude of the Station ranges from 49 to 55 m Ci bove mean sea level. The 
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upper layers of the soil are mainly of the alluvial type wi th good admix
ture of sand and silt and the lower layers are lateritic. The p H f the 
soil ranges from 5.6 to 6.8. The total ext~nt of the Station is 14.16 ha. 

The Regional Station, Palode is located in Palode Village of Nedu
mangad Taluk of Trivandrum District of Kerala State and is 36 km away 
from Triv ,l ndrum City. It lies at 7703Q east longitude and 8.070 north 
latitude. The altitude of (he Station ranges from 210 to 24 m ahove 
mean sea level. The soil is mainly lateritic with pH ranging from 4.2 to 

5.0. 	 The total area of the Station is 11.77 ha. 

The Central and Region al Stations were under the co ntrol of the 
Indian Central Arecanut Committee and on its aboli tion they were taken 
over by the Indian Council of Agricultural Research in April. 1966. 

OBJECTIVES 

The Central Station is charged with the functions of (i) conducti ng 
fundamental and applied research on Botany, Agronomy, Chemis try, Ph y
siology and Pests and Diseases aspects or tile arecanut. crop, (ii) guiding and 
coordinating the research work 'carried out at the different Regional Areca
nUl Research Stations in the country, (iii ) solving the regional probiems 
confronting the arecanut c;rop and (iv) serving as a centre of idormation 
on all matters relating to the a recanut crop. The Regional Stati c ns at 
Kahikuchi, Mohitnagac, Hirehaili ana ['eechi are to deal with the vari o us 
agronomic and pests and diseases problems relating to the arecanur cro p 
peculiar to the respective regions as well as to serve as testil1g centres of the 
research findings of Central Stalion for adop tion in the region. Tbe Stat ions 
are also to supply quality planting material to the growers. The Research 
Station at Palode was started mainly to tackle the yeliow leaf disease of 
arecanut palm which is a serious problem of the tract and also to handle 
some of the important agronomic problems of the region. 

ORGANISATIONAL STRUCTURE AND CHANGES 

Research at the Central Station is being carried out in seven sectio ns 
viz., Botany, Agro:lOmy. Statistics, Chemistry , Physic logy, Pathology and 
Entomology. The work of each section is under the immediate ch a.rge of tI'e 
concerned Section Head, who is assisted by Research AssIstants . The 
Regional Stations are under the immediate charge of tbe respec ti e Re~earch 
Officers who are assisted by Research Assistants. Tbe admini~ t ration o f 
the Central and Regional Stations is being carried out with the help )f a .,. 
separate Administrative section. The ovcrali control oC the Cenlral and 

Regional Stations rests with the Arecanut Specialist who is tbe head of the 
 o 

Cent ra l Slation. n 
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The Central Station has a library which is accessible to the research 

workers of Regional Stations also. The Regional Stations also have each a 

small library for immediate reference. 

During Ihe year under report the scheme on comprehensive pacKage 

plan uials on yellow leaf disease of arecanut (under the aegis of Indian 

Co uncil of Agricultural Research) was closed and th~ remaining work 

under the project brought under the normal activities of the Station. 

DISTIN GUISHED VISITORS 
As usual a large number of "fisitors consisting of cfficials of State De

partment of Agriculture, Scientists from different organisations, graduate 

and post-graduate students of different Agricultural Colleges and Universities 

and individual farmers and farmers' organisations visited the Central and 

} Regional Stations. Special mention has to be made of the visit of six 
students of State College of Missouri, U. S. A. to Regional Arecanut Re

lflg search Station, Kahikuchi and that of Estimates Committee of Government 

of K erala to Regional Arecanut Research Station, Peechi. 

Among other important visitors to Central Arecanut Research Stat

ion were Drs. K. Thirumalachar, C. V. Dhulappanavar, K. Krishnamurthy 

and Shri K. C. Devaraju and Shri B. G. Rajasekharan of University of Agri

cultural Sciences, Bangalore; Mr. and Mrs. 1. F. Karukhov of the Embassy 

of U. S S. R ; Shri T. Vijayan Nair from FACT, Alwaye; Rajkumar P. V. 

Gajapati Raju of Vizianagaram; Shri P. N. Blljekar of Visbwaneedham
('rop 

Farms, Bangalore; Shri A. Krishnan of INSDOC, Banga!orc; Mr. Esmail 
the 

Jak nej addi from Irail; Shri P S. HariharaJl, Addition al Secretary, Indian 
, O ilS 

Council of Agriculturai Research, New Delhi and Profs. K. N. Narayanan
arch 

and M . N. Viswanathaiah of the iVlysore University. Among the important
P of visitors to Regional Stations were Shri P. Goswami, Minister for Agri
Indle 

culture, Assam; Shri V. Sharma, President, Rotary Club, Gauhati; 

Shri G. Baruah, I. A. S., PrinCIpal, Administrative Training Co liege, Assam; 

Shri T. T. Paulose, Dy. Director, Arecanut and Spices Development: Shri 

K. P. A. Menon, Secretary,!. C. A . R., New Delhi; StHi K. Sundaram Pillaiions 
a nd Shri C G. Selvaraj, Plant Prctection Officers, Government of India,and 
Shri T. K . K rishnan_Chairman, Estimates Committee, GovernmentofKeralatile 
and Shri S. Chakrabanby, Joiot Dir.;:ctor of Agriculture, Jalpaiguri.The 

rch INPORTANT i:VENTS OF THE YEAR 

of 
 A team constituted by the Mysore University visited the Central 

o f a Slation 1.0 aSsess the possibility of recognising the same as a centre for post

and grad uate work. The first technical bulletin of the Statiol1- Bibliograph y 

the on arecanut · wClS published duri ng the year. The first conference of areca

nut research workers was held at Birehalli during July, 1967. A total area 




























































































































